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owes to his servants or agents at common law by reason

of being their employer; and
(c)   in respect of any breach  of the  duties  attaching at

common law to the ownership, occupation,, possession

or control of property:

Provided that no proceedings shall lie against the Crown by
virtue of paragraph (a) of this subsection in respect of any act
or omission of a servant or agent of the Crown unless the act or
omission would apart from the provisions of this Act have given
rise to a cause of action in tort against that servant or agent or
his estate."

There are special provisions for postal packets (Section 9),
the Armed Forces (Section 10) and acts done under prerogative
and statutory powers (Section 11). There are also detailed pro-
visions concerning jurisdiction and procedure, judgments and
execution.

LAW REFORM (PERSONAL INJURIES) ACT, 1948
Section 1 of this Act abolishes the defence of common em-
ployment so that an employer is now liable for injuries sustained
by an employee where those injuries are caused by the negli-
gence of a fellow employee. The section also repeals the
Employers' Liability Act, 1880.

Section 2 deals with the measure of damages and provides
that

"In an action for damages for personal injuries (includ-
ing any such action arising out of a contract), there shall in
assessing those damages be taken into account against any
loss of earnings or profits which has accrued or probably
will accrue to the injured person from the injuries, one half
of the value of any rights which have accrued or probably
will accrue to him therefrom in respect of industrial injury
benefit, industrial disablement benefit or sickness benefit for
the five years beginning with the time when the cause of
action accrued."
The text of this Act is set out in Appendix IV.

RIVERS (PREVENTION OF POLLUTION) ACT, 1951
This Act was designed " to make new provision for maintain-
ing or restoring the wholesomeness of the rivers and other inland
or coastal waters of England and Wales." The Rivers Pollution
Prevention Act, 1876, and certain older enactments are repealed
thereby.